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Social Studies 
 

The theme for Grade 4 social studies is: 
 

New York State and Local History and 
Government  
 
Grade 4 Social 
Studies is focused 
on New York State 
and local           
communities and 
their change over 
time, incorporating 
the study of geography, history, economics, 
and government.  The course is divided into 
seven key ideas that span the State’s     
history from before the European colonial 
era to the modern period. The key ideas 
allow teachers to make connections to    
present-day New York State and the local 
community.    
 

Science 
 

Science instruction in Grade 4 is broken 
down into four units.  Each unit focuses on 
specific scientific concepts by introducing 
the information and providing students with 
hands on experience.  The units for Fourth 
Grade are: 
 

Unit 1—Electricity and Magnetism 
 

Unit 2—Animal Adaptations 
 

Unit 3—Simple Machines 
 

Unit 4—Scientific Method 
 
 
 
 

English Language Arts 
The English Language Arts standards focus on:  
 

Reading  

 Determine ideas from details and summarize 
texts.  
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